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Area: 19,366 km2 

Population: 4,076,546 inh. 
GDP: 4,5% of the Italian GDP 
Convergence objective  
 

The Regional System of Innovation: 
 5 Universities 
 > 25 Public Research Centers 
 3 Enterprise Incubators 
 7 Industrial Liaison Offices 
  5 Technological clusters (ICT, Energy, Mechatronics, Agro-food, 

Aerospace) 
 15 Production clusters (Environment & recycling, renewable 

energies, Agri-food, creativity, etc.) 
 
 

MAIN FIGURES 



Surface water system 



The geological structure of the territory affects the hydrographic 
network.  
 
The Apulian territory does not include important waterways: 
 
-there are two significant rivers on the Northern part (called Ofanto 

and Fortore ) which affect the Puglia in the end portions of their 
course, 

-there is over exploitation of the groundwater (which is, in practice, 
the only water resources) with consequent intrusion of sea water 
into water tables. 

 
 

...a region with very important problems of 
water scarcity 



Territory of the  
District Hydrographic Southern Apennines 



Interregional  
water schemes 



Water flows 

 transfers of water per year: 816 
million m3  
 flow rate: 25,000 l/s 
 

It is a highly interconnected system due to 
a complex hydrogeological system  



Since the beginning of the XX  century, in order to solve 
water supply problems and improve the conditions of life, 

started the idea  to recourse to external water sources.  

the reservoir of Caposele and Cassano 
in Campania, giving rise to the Sele’s 

historic  water acqueduct.  



Then  several improvements in the water supply infrastructures 
has been made together with construction of large reservoirs, 

meant to regulate resources earmarked for other uses than 
drinking water (irrigation, hydroelectric, industrial). 

reservoirs (50 %) and aquifers (20 %): 
mostly located out of the Puglia 



… the biggest acqueduct in Europe 
“Acquedotto Pugliese” 

with 21.000 km of pipelines  
just over 10,000 km of 

sewerage networks and 182 
treatment plants 

more than 90% of 
population is served by the 
segments aqueduct, sewage 
and water treatment 



Water Authority of Puglia  

The Authority:  
 
 

1. is a representative subject of the municipalities of Puglia for 
public water Government; 
 

2. is responsible for the protection and optimum utilization of 
water resources for drinking water; 
 

3. promotes actions aimed at saving water and wastewater 
reuse, and carries out the control on integrated water 
services, the works and the plan of remedial measures. 



In particular the Authority is responsible  
to collect and analyze  

operating data of 191 plants purification, water supply and 
sewerage of 258 municipalities and about 5,500 km of water 

networks of supply  
and works to overcome the difficulties and to improve the 
management, working on the adaptation and enhancement 

planning due to structural deficiencies of the works 


