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OBJECTIVES 

Based on the essential role that water availability and water quality play for sustainable development 
and the green economy the Council of the European Union invited the Commission to investigate a 
‘European Innovation Partnership (EIP) on Water’ in 2011. This partnership has since been 
established and now forms part of the Europe 2020 flagship initiative for an Innovation Union. 

One of the EIP’s aims is to develop solutions for the challenges in water quality and quantity with 
which the water sector in Europe is currently confronted. The operations of the EIP are structured into 
three sub-themes: industrial, rural and urban water management. 

This session will provide a brief introduction into the current critical issues in urban water 
management in Europe and set out how the EIP’s Strategic Implementation Plan adopted at the end 
of 2012 responds to these challenges. It will further explore the opportunities for local governments to 
become involved in research and innovation in the frame of the EIP and how local governments are 
envisaged to benefit from its outcomes. 

METHODOLOGY 

A panel of several experts, most of them closely involved with the implementation of the EIP on 
Water, has been set up for the session. 

After the introduction by the facilitator, Mr Roberto Farina from ENEA, the Italian National Agency for 
New Technologies, Energy and Sustainable Economic Development, who is also member of the EIP 
on Water’s Task Force, will kick off the proceedings by explaining the key milestones of the EIP 
implementation process and the achievements to date (20 min.). The audience will then have the 
opportunity to express initial comments and opinions (15 min.). 

In the next step, the moderator will address the panel members with a number of questions focusing 
on the benefits and prospects that the EIP might have for water management at urban level. (20 
min.). 

Further time will then be given for the audience to contribute to the discussions (30 min.). 

At the end of the session, the chair will wrap up discussions by providing a short summary of her/his 
own observations (5 min.). 
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PRESENTERS 

Moderator   Peter Defranceschi, ICLEI Brussels Representative 
Keynote speaker Roberto Farina, ENEA, Italian National Agency for New Technologies, Energy 

and Sustainable Economic Development, Bologna, Italy; member of the EIP on 
Water Task Force 

Panellist Paula Verhoeven, Director, Sustainability and Climate Change,  
City of Rotterdam, The Netherlands 

Panellist Fabiano Amati, Councilor, Region of Puglia, Italy; member of the EIP on Water 
Steering Group  

Panellist Richard Elelman, CTM Centre Tecnològic, Manresa, Spain, and  
NETWERC H2O 


